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	What kinds of special educational needs do we provide for at Earl Mortimer college? 

	All students with SEN and disabilities are welcome at our school. The SEND team works tirelessly to meet the wide ranging and extensive needs of our students and we are very proud of their achievements and progress. For some students, their needs are of a physical nature. Others experience difficulties with communication or generally with learning. 
 
The school is very experienced in supporting students whose needs come under each of the 4 key areas described in the SEND Code of Practice 2014: 
· Communication and Interaction 
· Cognition and Learning 
· Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 
· Sensory and/or physical needs 
 

	What facilities does the school have to support students with Special Educational Needs? 

	As a new building, Earl Mortimer College enables an accessible learning environment for all students.  
Physical environment: 
· lifts to secure wheelchair access 
· disabled toilets on each level 
· adjustable tables in classrooms to accommodate wheelchair users 

Assistive technology: 
· access to netbooks or a laptop to support students with written work if needed (in trial process) 
· reader pens to support students who qualify for additional reading support in examinations (in progress) 


	What provisions does the school have to support students with Special Educational Needs?

	
Local Authority maintained Base for Autistic children. The Hive. 

The school is commissioned by the Local authority to provide a resourced provision for students with Autism. Students are allocated places via criteria based on their need that is included in their EHCP and the aim of the provision is the effective inclusion of these students into the mainstream of the school wherever possible. The students follow an individualised timetable supported by a specialist team of LSAs and a specialist teacher who monitors their engagement with school and develops intervention programmes to support any presenting needs.

Year 7 Nurture group for students identified thought the school transition process.
 
The nurture provision is a mixed ability group that benefits from additional consistency of teaching staff between many core subjects. It offers students the opportunity to build relationships with staff early on in their transition into secondary school.







	How does the school identify and assess students with Special Educational Needs?

	· Information passed on from primary schools 
· The progress of all students is monitored closely each term and progress is recorded using the school’s BROMCOM.
· Subject teachers, subject leaders and the school’s Senior Leadership Team oversee the information on progress and intervene as necessary. 
· When students join the school in Year 7, they complete CATs tests as well as a reading age test, and their scores are reviewed. If a student’s score is below a threshold, they are considered for additional support in the classroom and also in examinations. 
· The SENDCO monitors students’ progress and identifies through subject teachers those who may need additional support. 
· Parent consultation meetings are available should you have concerns about your child’s learning and progress. Information regarding students with additional needs and suggested strategies to best support them is shared with subject teachers, teaching assistants and parents using our EDUkey provision mapping. 
· Teachers and teaching assistants may refer a student to the SENDCO for further assessment of learning needs 
· Parents and students may also raise concerns about their learning and progress, requesting further assessment. 




	How does Earl Mortimer College support students with Special Educational Needs? 

	The school uses a range of established strategies to support SEN students, according to individual need. 
· high quality teaching with differentiated lessons 
· small group literacy and numeracy sessions 
· one to one or small group speech and language programme 
· assessment for Special Examination Arrangements as specified by JCQ 
· teaching assistant support in the classroom 
· close links to external agencies including Educational Psychologist, Speech & Language Therapist, Vision Support Services, Hearing Support Services, Local Authority Education 
Officers, Occupational Therapist, Physiotherapist, Herefordshire Early help. 
· staff trained for basic medical needs 
· meet and greet before school 
· break time and lunchtime support 
· personalised curriculum where appropriate 
· study support 
· individual learning profile for each student, shared with teaching and support staff 
· access to after school clubs and activities, including additional support from a teaching assistant where required  
· Homework club 
· Key worker sessions 
· Social, emotional and Mental health support (Motional, ELSA trained staff and Zones of regulations) 
· Nurture provision 
· On site NHS mental health nurse. 
 
 

	How does Earl Mortimer College involve parents/carers of students with Special Educational Needs in the education of their child? 

	Earl Mortimer college greatly values support from parents of all students. You can support your child by being practically involved, valuing education and being a moral support. We believe that communication between parents/carers and the school is vital.  
· SENDCO available to meet with parents/carers as requested throughout the year. 
· Regular correspondence between SENDCO and parents/carers via telephone calls and/or emails 
· SENDCO available at all tutor and teacher evenings 
· Open Evening and Transfer Evening appointments with SENDCO available on a drop-in basis 
· Parents/carers play a key role in Annual Review meetings 
 

	How does the school involve students in decisions about their education? 

	· Student voice through the year and school councils 
· Open door policy and access to SEND team 
· Annual review meetings with a person centred approach 
· Attendance of meetings with parents and the opportunity to voice their opinion and views 




	How do we support students in the transfer process from Primary to Upper school? 

	· Transition meetings are held with Primary school colleagues in advance of children joining the school. Relevant and essential information is shared so that preparations to meet each child’s needs can be made. 
· Review meetings with external agencies are planned and held prior to transition where appropriate. 
· Additional visits are planned to support children as required. 
· Personalised transition packages are planned for those children with complex needs, guided by Primary school colleagues. 
· The school’s formal transition programme is planned by the Senior Leadership Team. This includes taster days, meet the tutor evening and transfer day. 
 

	How do we support students in the transition from GCSE’s to Post 16 study? 

	· Year 11 Post 16 pathways assembly 
· Careers interview in school to choose pathway – apprenticeship/work, college, sixth form 
· Focus on developing independence in the classroom 
· Passport to Post 16 and interview process for the school’s sixth form 
· Taster lessons for the school’s sixth form  
· Communication with Post 16 provider. 
 






	What support is available for improving the social, emotional and mental health needs of SEN students across all year groups?

	We are privileged to have an NHS Mental Health nurse working with the school through the WEST programme. Appointments are available for students, referral though either the pastoral or SEND team. Key students also have Key workers who run Motional intervention with them on a weekly basis. Students are also referred to strong young minds, and CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)

The examination season can be a time of particular strain for students in Years 11. The school offers assemblies on managing examination stress. Students who experience additional stress during their Pre-Public Exams (PPEs) may also have groups sessions in the lead up to the summer exam season to ensure they are prepared. 
 
A small number of students with special educational needs, who access “meet and greet” in the mornings before school begins. This is to offer a helping hand with coming into school, and to boost their confidence. 
 

	Who are the key members of staff? 

	Ms Alison Banner, Principal  
Ms Jessica Hardy, SENDCo 
Miss Charlotte Caldicott, Assistant SENDCo


	What specialist knowledge and training can staff at Earl Mortimer College offer to students and parents/carers? 

	· SENDCO Specialist Certificate,
· Level 7 Assessing SPLD
· L5 teaching students with SPLD
· Teaching assistant support, ELSA training 
· Teaching assistant training programme 
· Literacy catch- up 
 
The school benefits from a close working relationship with other services, allowing access to specialist support: 
Hearing Support Services 
CAMHS 
NHS Speech & Language Therapy 
Behaviour support team. 
ASD outreach program
 

	How does the school involve other professionals in support and care for students with Special Educational Needs, including looked after children? 

	The following members of the senior leadership team will be able to offer support and guidance in addition to those listed due to their roles within the SEND team: 
Deputy head (Pastoral): N Maddock nmaddock@emc.hereford.sch.uk 
Assistant head (Safeguarding): J Wharam jwharam@emc.hereford.sch.uk 
Headteacher: A Banner abanner@emc.hereford.sch.uk 

Other service websites you may wish to access include: 

	https://www.ipsea.org.uk/ 

	If I am unhappy about the support for my child, how does the school manage complaints? 

	The school’s complaints policy is published on our school website. 
 
It is hoped that all situations of concern can be resolved quickly through discussion and rapid action, please don’t hesitate to contact the SENDCO. 
 

	Where can I find the local authority’s local offer? 

	Herefordshire’s Local Offer:  
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/family-support/local-offer-4 


	Is there any other information that the school can provide to show support for students with Special Educational Needs and disabilities? 

	There are a number of policies available on our school website that you may find useful. 
 
SEND Policy 
Accessibility Plan 
Equality Policy 
Supporting students with medical conditions 
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